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century has wrought a change so remarkable. M. About's work is 
neither a book of travels nor a scientific description, though it partakes 
of both these kinds. It is rather a general survey of the land, its peo- 
ple and its institutions, illustrated by off-hand sketches, personal remi- 
niscences, and humorous anecdotes. The writer had a position suffi- 
ciently favorable, and stayed long enough in the country, to enable him 
to see thoroughly things as they are, and many of his views are as ac- 
curate as photographs. The chapters are of unequal merit, however. 
That on Keligion is very defective, while the chapter on Education 
is very full and interesting. We object, certainly, to the statement 
that foreign languages are not taught in the schools of Greece, and 
that the Greeks have an exclusive and intolerant regard for their own 
tongue. On the contrary, there is no people in Europe that are such 
polyglots, — no people, according to our observation, that have such a 
desire to learn the dialects of the cultivated nations of Europe. We 
have heard in the schools of Syra and Athens children under twelve 
years of age who could speak fluently two, and even three, languages 
besides their own, all which they had learned within the walls of their 
school-room. What this Frenchman says of Greece, is far more true 
of France. Your Frenchman has a compassionate contempt for the 
rude speech of outside barbarians. His is the metropolitan speech, the 
language of science, of diplomacy, of politeness, and of true eloquence. 

Some of M. About's scenes, we have no doubt, are embellished by 
his charming fancy. His interview with the commissioner is probably 
an " imaginary conversation," and we may be allowed to think that the 
style of the Duchess of Plaisance is modified by the skill of her visitor. 
M. About's own style is very delightful, as all readers of "Tolla" 
have long known. The translation " by authority " is not always so 
successful in keeping a pure English idiom, as in conveying the spirit 
and meaning of the original. Needless words are inserted, and the 
sprightly auxiliary verbs of the French style are rendered by vulgar- 
isms, as in the use of "have got" for "have," which occurs continually. 
We advise those who can procure the original to eschew the transla- 
tion. For those who cannot, however, the translation will answer. The 
book has more than ephemeral value. 



11. — Le Roi des Montagnes. Par Edmond About. Paris: 
Hachette. 1857. 16mo. pp. 303. 

The protest, remonstrance, indignation, and savage threats with 
which M. About's "La Grece Contemporaine" was met by the press 
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of Athens, have not, it appears, converted his wicked heart or led him 
to repentance. In this new story he has followed his advantage, has 
said some sharp things which he before refrained from saying, and has 
unquestionably brought upon himself the utmost wrath of the people 
whom he unmercifully ridicules. He will never visit Athens again, if 
he has any regard for his personal safety. 

How far the details of the story are true we have no means of know- 
ing. The Greek authorities pronounce the whole to be an unmitigated 
lie, denying that any such American captain as John Harris has visited 
the Piraeus, that any passport of a "Mrs. Simons" has been inspected 
by the police, that any prefect of gendarmes has borne the name of 
Pericles, or that there is any foundation for the story of Hadji-Stavros 
and his exploits. M. About coolly replies : " My good friend, of 
Athens, the truest stories are not stories of what has actually hap- 
pened." The story is merely the framework on which he hangs his 
pictures of life and society in Athens and its neighborhood. If they 
are libellous, it is on the principle, " The greater the truth, the greater 
the libel." They show only one side of Greek life, it is true ; but they 
show that with photographic fidelity. The satire, moreover, is not con- 
fined to Greek life and manners. The Germans, the English, the 
Italians, the Maltese, and even the Yankees, come in for their share, 
and the peculiarities of all these races are charmingly caricatured. 
The portrait of the fat Englishwoman, voracious, self-confident, purse- 
proud, and haughty in her jealous nationality, is capitally sketched ; and 
the contrast to that character in the Hamburg naturalist, shrewd, sto- 
ical, metaphysical, and unlucky, is drawn from the life. There is an 
exquisite malice in the pictures of the Greek national guard, more to be 
dreaded as friends and protectors than the robbers with whom, nomi- 
nally at war, they are yet really in league. The volume will doubtless 
find speedy translation. But no translation, however felicitous, can 
catch and render its delicate humor. We give M. About's portrait of 
John Harris, the Yankee captain : — 

"The most interesting personage of our colony, without dispute, was John 
Harris. The first time I dined with this strange character, I understood Ameir 
ica. John was born at Vandalia, in Illinois. He drew in from birth this air 
of the New World, so brisk, sparkling, and fresh, that it goes to the head, 
like good Champagne, and one gets drunk in breathing it. I know not if the 
Harris family is rich or poor, whether it sent its son to college or left him to 
pick up his education. This is certain, that at twenty-seven years he cares 
only for himself, is surprised at nothing, considers nothing impossible, never 
gives up, believes all, hopes all, tries everything, conquers everything, gets 
up if he falls, begins again if he fails, never stops, never loses courage, and 
goes always straight ahead, whistling his tune. He has been farmer, school- 
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master, lawyer, editor, gold-digger, mechanic, merchant, — has read every- 
thing, seen everything, tried everything, and travelled over half the globe. 
When I knew him, he was commanding a steamboat at the Piraus, of sixty 
men and four guns ; he was discussing the question of the East in the Boston 
Review, was carrying on business with an indigo house at Calcutta, and found 
time to come three or four times a week to dine with his nephew Lobster and 
with us." 



12. — America and Europe. By Adam G. De Gurowski. New 
York : D. Appleton & Co. 1857. 12mo. pp. 419. 

If this work of Count Gurowski is inferior to Mr. Emerson's work 
on England in finish of style, subtilty of criticism, and felicity of illus- 
tration, it is, at any rate, quite as vigorous, as thoughtful, and as truth- 
ful. It is the calm judgment of an intelligent foreigner, who has studied 
the Americans long enough and closely enough to correct any preju- 
dices and to tone down any fervid imaginings which a writer in his 
position and with his opinions would be likely to indulge. Count 
Gurowski has not undertaken, like De Tocqueville, to discuss elabo- 
rately the forms and principles of the democratic system. In a series 
of thirteen essays he gives the salient features of American character, 
and points out the contrasts of life, thought, and action between the 
Old World and the New. His observation is accurate, his insight is 
keen, and his generalizations are eminently candid. He deals chiefly 
with important and weighty matters, and does not vex himself about 
those trifles which make the staple of complaint in the books of tourists. 
We have never read a book about America which is so wholly free 
from petty fault-finding. Some partisans may wince at his occasional 
hits at the " sham" democracy, and the lovers of slavery will certainly 
take no pleasure in his verdicts on the peculiar institution. Secta- 
rians may complain that the chapter about the "pulpit" is so short, 
and that a larger heed is not given to the influence of creed and clergy. 
But no one will accuse the author of writing as a partisan or a fanatic, 
or as a religious liberalist. The honesty of the book is as transparent 
as its manliness is admirable. 

In the first essay, — which is, moreover, the ablest, — Count Gu- 
rowski battles with the conceited notion of the all-conquering superiority 
of the Anglo-Saxon race, and shows, from the resources of an ample 
scholarship, that the real hope of the American nation comes not from 
its descent from Teutonic pirates, but from its assimilation of many 
races and its absorption of Celtic along with Anglican civilization. He 
shows that those excellent gifts which we boast as the legacy of our 



